Overview ot

Child
Development
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Theories

= What is a theory?
O Orderly set of ideas which describe, explain,
and predict behavior,

= Why are theories important?
0 To give meaning to what we observe,
O As a basis for action - finding ways to improve
the lives and education of children,
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Child Development

= Definition:

O Change in the child that occurs over time,
Changes follow an orderly pattern that moves
toward greater complexity and enhances
survivail,

= Periods of development:
O Prenatal period: from conception to birth
O Infancy and toddlerhood: birth to 2 years
O Early childhood: 2-6 years old
O Middle childhood: 6-12 years old
O Adolescence: | 2-1G years old

Domains of Development

Development is described in three domains,
but growth
in one domain influences the other domains,

= Physical Domain:
O body size, body proportions, appearance, brain
development, motor development, perception
capacities, physical health,

m Cognitive Domain:

O thought processes and intellectual abilities including
attention, memory, problem solving, imagination,
creativity, academic and everyday knouwledge,
metacognition, and language,

= Social/Emotional Domain:

O self-knowledge (self-esteem, metacognition, sexual
identity, ethnic identity), moral reasoning,
understanding and expression of emotions, self-
requlation, temperament, understanding others,
interpersonal skills, and friendships.
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OHEERDPHNE 6th - | 5th centuries
Medieval period
s PpEoEHn = Preformationism : children seen as
O WEEA: RS little adults,
O WEA : gl = Childhood is not a unique phase,
. _i ::ﬁ ?:I:;;m = Children were cs:.red for until they
DR : RERERH could begin caring for themselves,
O WE:OES around 2 years old,
O B8R = Children trected as adults (e.g, their
» +hER clothing, worked at adult jobs, could
U B@%: ¥Roe be married, were made into kings, were

imprisoned or hanged as adults,)
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HoH ARBRHERHR | 6th Century

& - ERROSHEMHEPHREN Reformation period
= Puritan religion influenced how
- DSexn children were viewed,
O WEERA:28 = Children were born evil, and must
0O RBEAL:pRpR be civilized,
O HRRE : @ = A goal emerged to raise children

effectively,

m Special books were designed for
children,
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_ \ | 72th Century
RIE ARBRNERRD Age ot Enlightenment

- #HERNKEHREMSEHNLE = John Locke believed in
s €~ FNER tabula rasa
— - SENRERNBRED = Children develop in
E Zgbﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ response to nurturing,
O RG-S = Forerunner of
= iR behaviorism
S RERAFRHHS
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1 8th Century
Age ot Recason

= Jean-Jacques Rousseau

O children were noble savages, born
with an innate sense of morality:
the timing of growth should not be
interfereduwith,

= Rousseau used the idec of
stages of development,

= Forerunner of
maturationist beliefs
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20th Century

Theories about children’s
developrent expanded around
the world,

= Childhood was seen as worthy of
special attention,

= Laws were passed to protect
children,
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1 Gth Century
Industrial Revolution

m Charles Darwin

O theories of natural selection
and survival of the fittest

= Darwin made parallels
between human
prenatal growth and
other animails,

= Forerunner of
ethology

S

21 th Century

= Dhat about your observations??

® Through youyr eyes:: .-




