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ORREBAURNER
Origins of Child
Development Theories

6th - 15th centuries
Medieval period

Preformationism : children seen as little adults.
Childhood is not a unique phase.

Children were cared for until they could begin caring
for themselves, around 7 years old.

Children treated as adults (e.g. their clothing,
worked at adult jobs, could be married, were made
into kings, were imprisoned or hanged as adults.)
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16th Century
Reformation period

 Puritan religion influenced how children
were viewed.

» Children were born evil, and must be
civilized.

» A goal emerged to raise children effectively.

» Special books were designed for children.

17th Century
Age of Enlightenment

= John Locke believed in tabula
rasa

= Children develop in response
to nurturing.

m Forerunner of behaviorism

v cooperativeindividualism.org/ locke-john jpg.
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20th Century

Theories about children's development
expanded around the world.

» Childhood was seen as worthy of special
attention.

» Laws were passed to protect children,

21th Century

m What about your observations??
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