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(Strange Situation)
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Strange situcation-
Experiments

1) The mother and baby are taken into a room
supplied with toys.
2.) the baby plays with the toys and explores
while the mother watches
3.) After a few minutes and unfamiliar person
enters the room and talks to the mother.
4.) The stranger moves close to the baby and
after 1 minute the mother leaves the room.
5) The baby is left with the stranger.
6.) After a few minutes the mother returns to
the room
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» The reaction of the child when
they enter the room is to stay
close to their mother at first,
sometimes physically touching
her.

»Later the child moves away but
looks back from time to time
checking her mother is still there.
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»When the stranger enters the
room the child tends to rush
back to their mother and it
takes time before the child will
play with the stranger.

>If the mother leaves the room
most children tend to stop
playing and cry.

The following video shows
an example of the strange
situation experiment
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What is the main function of
crying?
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Children with insecure-avoidant
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» Perhaps this is because they have learned
that the mother will not return.

> It could be a sign of poor parenting.

> Parent unable to offer stability.
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Children with insecure-ambivalent
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@Children are unable to disengage from the
mother. While most children may whimper or cry

when their mother leaves the room, they will
begin to settle and play.

®VWhen the mother returns, they may also begin to
scream and rage with anger, rather than want
confort from their mother or they may alter
between wanting their mother and then pushing
her away when she attempts to comfort them.
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Children with securely
attached
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€ They will use the mother as secure base,
or a reference point, from which to
explore the world, going oft to play for
a bit, and then coming back to reunite
with the mother, only to go off and play
once again,
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