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A Brief History of Concept Mapping
|

T SIS

Concept maps have their origin in the learning movement
called constructivism. In particular, constructivists hold that
learners actively construct knowledge. Novak's work is
based on the cognitive theories of David Ausubel
(assimilation theory), who stressed the importance of prior
knowledge in being able to learn new concepts. "The most
important single factor influencing learning is what the
learner already knows. Ascertain this and teach
accordingly.”
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Four major categories of concept maps

"Spider“(!ﬂzﬁlﬁﬁ'):

Organized by placing the central theme or unifying factor
in the center of the map. Outwardly radiating sub-themes
surround the center of the map.
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Four major categories of concept maps

“Hierarchical” (53 %):

Presents information in a descending order of importance. The most
important information is placed on the top. Distinguishing factors determine
the placement of the information.
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