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Enhancing young children’s creativity through the
“open-ended” art and craft activity

M.W.C.Lau, W.K. Tam [Hong Kong]
Abstract

Background: In a territory-wide "quality early childhood education survey" conducted in Hong Kong
recently, it was found that nurturing children’s "artistic cultivation" and "creativity" has been rated the least
quality and attention in the survey. The turn of the century, new technology, new concepts continue to emerge,
traditional knowledge alone is not enough, education required to move with the time, and to make changes.

Aim: The study explores how the "open-ended" art and craft activities enhance children's creativity, and to
study the mode of art and craft teaching methods that are effective to enhance children's creativity.

Sample: The study includes the researcher (class teacher), 8 randomly selected children aged from 5-6 in
the upper class, and the kindergarten principal as the inter-rater.

Method: Direct observations are conducted on 8 children and the class teacher in the art and craft
activities. By using direct observation, video-taping and rating scale, children’s creative behavior and the
characteristic of the class teacher’s behavior are observed for further analysis. The principal was invited to be
an inter-rater to observe the art and craft activities and score the teacher to establish inter-rater reliability.
Result: The study shows that "open-ended” art and craft activities effectively enhance children's creativity
through the learning environment and the teaching methods. Creative teachers can be a catalyst to promote and
nurture children’s creativity through the "open-ended" art and craft activities.

Conclusion: "Open-ended" art and craft activities allow children to have more room for creativity. The
role of teachers, teaching mode and strategies, and well-prepared environment do enhance children’s creativity.

Key words: preschool, open-ended art and craft activities, creativity
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